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Hi fellow fisho’s

Well the Nationals at Gisborne and come and gone and those who were not there missed a real great time. We had 15 clubs represented some travelling many many hours to attend.  Those clubs who choose not to send teams failed to take advantage of one of the major events in our NZACA Calendar. Yes I realise that Gisborne was a long way to travel but it is disappointing that clubs that have hosted Nationals in the past didn’t support the Gisborne Club in their hosting of the event. Karla and her team did a fantastic job of organising a truly great event. Look out for reports in your favourite fishing mags as I know there are reports being written.


Clubs will be sent results, which will also be on the website, but we record here the major placing’s :-

Champion Shore Fisher - Chad Prentice (Gisborne)

Second - Jeb Livingston (Wellington)

Third - Dion Milner (Gisborne)

 

Champion Boat Fisher - Michelle Walsh (Bethells)

Second - Sheila Walsh (Bethells)

Third - John Stuart (Kiwi Club member from Hamilton)

 

Casting Champions

First - Les Rackham (Feilding)

Second - Neil Angus (Wellington)

Third - Gary Whitaker (Wellington

 
Top Club - Shore - Gisborne Surfcasters Club

Top Club - Boat - Bethells Casters & Angling Club

Top Club - Casting - Feilding Surfcasting Club

 
Top Club Overall - Feilding Surfcasting Club
We record also our thanks to our Naming Rights sponsor – CD Ltd and Okuma Reels. To Tackle Tactics for sponsoring the Casting and the many other sponsors involved.  Don’t forget to support those who support us. Thanks also to the Gisborne Tatapouri Sports Fishing Club for the use of their magnificent clubrooms.

The AGM was held in junction with the Nationals and we say congratulations to the new team of officers who were elected to lead the Association for the next three years.

Paul Peetoom of Feilding as President, Tessa Cooper of Whakatane and Jim Yeoman of Pania as the Vice-Presidents.  A big thank you to Brent Rolston for leading the Association over the past two years.


A disappointment was the poor showing in the number of the Postal Voting papers returned – does this show clubs are not interested in the management of their Association?  Did your club return the forms?


Congratulations to Bill Cronin who was made a Life Member of the Association at the AGM in recognition for his many years of service on the Executive and two terms as President.


At the conclusion of the AGM we were short 7 people on the Executive, although we have had two or three step forward since.  If we want a good active forward thinking Executive we need people to do the work required.  There is a lot that happens on the committee and the more tasks can be shared around the easier it is for all.  Meetings – about 5 per year -are held in Rotorua with some small help towards travel costs.  We would love to have some new folk helping out – how about you or someone from your club?

VACANCY     VACANCY      VACANCY     VACANCY

You will know by now that the Executive has the need to fill the soon to be vacant position of secretary. The Executive have had a reorganisation of its management structure with three major roles created – one being the Nationals Coordinator, another being the Casting Coordinator and the third being the Administration Coordinator (another name for what is the Executive Secretary). Some of the tasks previously carried out by the former National Secretary have now been taken over by the other two Coordinators so the new Secretaries position is maybe not quite as loaded as it was (in theory anyway!).  

We are looking for someone who has good secretarial skills, the ability to manage the finances up to balance sheet level, knows their way around a computer and is a people person and team player.


It would ideally suit a semi-retired person, maybe a homemaker with time to spare or someone who has just a part-time job at present.  They need to be able to attend Executive meetings held in Rotorua on a Saturday morning about 5 times a year as well as to be present at the annual National Championships.  There is a small honorarium payable plus refund of expenses incurred with assistance towards travel, telephone costs etc.


Does this sound like you?  Is there someone in your club who would be suitable?  Whilst it would be good to have someone with some knowledge and experience of fishing and the NZACA this is not a prime requisite. Do you know of anyone whom you think could do the job?


The position becomes vacant 1st. June but the incumbent secretary will still be around and help with the transition to the new appointee.  This is a very important and key position in our Association. For fuller details see vacancy advert sent to clubs or on the website, or contact the National Office.

At the Nationals Prize-giving awards were made for two non-Nationals competitions. One being the Postal Casting competition and the other the awards resulting from Catch Recognition Applications.


Postal Casting is a competition that all clubs should have a go at.  There is excellent help available for those who are unsure of how to run such a day or how it works. In some areas clubs band together to hold a combined Casting Day.  There are some great trophies to be won and heaps of certificates to give reward for those who give it a go.  Being a “handicap” (like golf) competition all are in for a chance of reward.  Congratulations to those who received their trophies and certificates for last years competition.


Catch recognition is not just about records, merit certificates and pins.  These are getting harder to get as the standards get higher (although there are still many vacant records available especially for ladies and juniors), but it is also about our many Annual Awards.  Unfortunately every year at the prize-giving trophies stay in the box because no one applies for them!  Also often a trophy will go to the only person who put in an application for such – nothing wrong with that but would be good to see competition for those trophies.  Any good catch should result in a Catch Recognition Application Form being sent in – “weigh-masters” you have a role in this to encourage fishers to fill out a form.  Again we should be encouraging our juniors to do this.  There is only a little we can do at a national level to encourage this – it really is in the hands of clubs – is your club doing what it can?  “What’s in the NZACA for me? – a chance of a nice trophy is always a possibility”.
Lastly in this edition of the Jottings is another push for people to be part of the NZ Team going across to the Sunshine Coast in July for the Australian Anglers Association (AAA) Championships.  Two & half weeks of fishing, casting, fun, fellowship and cross Tasman rivalry.   Need to finalise numbers ASAP so if you are interested contact the National Office straight away.

Graeme Dawber




      YOUR Association’s National Secretary

PS – don’t forget to start thinking about the 2014 Nationals at Mt Maunganui on 26-29th March next year – accommodation could be tight so pencil that in now.

New Zealand Angling & Casting Association (Inc)
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Notices, notes, items of interest, things of importance and general rambling’s from the Secretaries desk.
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